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AUGUST REPORT 2026: INDIA UNDER THE TRICOLOUR — A MONTH OF ACHIEVEMENTS,
QUESTIONS AND PUBLIC UNEASE

August 2026 has passed, but it has left India with not merely a record of achievements—it has left behind a long list of
questions. India celebrated its 80th Independence Day with pride and patriotism. But the real meaning of freedom
cannot be measured only by speeches from the Red Fort. It must be measured by the food on the poor man's table, the
security of the farmer, the employment opportunities available to the youth, and the justice accessible to the ordinary
citizen. The biggest question of August is simple: India is moving forward—but is every Indian moving forward at
the same pace?

On the political and institutional front, Parliament passed legislation aimed at increasing the strength of the Supreme
Court. The Supreme Court Judges Amendment Bill provides for increasing the number of judges, excluding the
Chief Justice of India, from 33 to 37. This can strengthen judicial capacity, but numbers alone are not enough. The
real test is whether justice becomes faster, affordable and accessible to the common citizen.

August also kept democratic accountability and citizens' rights in the spotlight. Questions were raised regarding
alleged police excesses during the July protest march towards Parliament and the independence and composition of
the committee examining those allegations. This is the real test of democracy: When citizens question authority, they
must notbe treated as enemies of the nation. They must be treated as participants in democracy.
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On the economic front, the picture remained mixed. S&P retained India's sovereign rating at BBB/A-2 with a stable
outlook, recognising factors such as infrastructure development and policy stability, while also pointing towards
continuing challenges including fiscal weakness, the debt burden and relatively low per-capita income. At the same
time, pressure on the Indian rupee, global uncertainties and crude-oil prices remained matters of concern. A country's
economic headline may look impressive—but what is the headline inside the kitchen of an ordinary Indian family?

The most serious warning came from the weather and rural economy. India's monsoon performance emerged as a
major concern, with weaker rainfall threatening agriculture, rural incomes and potentially food prices. Several states
also faced serious flood and extreme-weather situations, bringing loss, displacement and hardship to vulnerable
communities. A flooded home is not merely a natural-disaster statistic. It is also a test of disaster preparedness,
environmental governance and the state's ability to protect the most vulnerable.

Socially, August once again reminded us of India's greatest strength—diversity and coexistence. India cannot
become stronger by dividing its citizens on the basis of religion, caste, language or region. A strong nation is one in
which even a citizen holding a different opinion can live with dignity, security and constitutional protection.

And this is precisely where the role of AIHRA—AIl India Human Rights Association becomes increasingly
important. Human rights are not a favour granted by any government. Human rights are not the property of any
political party. Human rights do not belong to any particular caste, religion or class. Human rights belong to human
beings.

The August Report therefore leaves India with a clear message: India needs not merely economic growth, but
equitable development. Not merely a strong government, but an accountable government. Not merely a fast-growing
economy, but equal opportunity. Not merely patriotic slogans, but dignity and security for every citizen.

Citizens, too, must understand their responsibility. Questioning the government is not anti-national. Questioning
authority is one of the ways democracy remains alive. August 2026 leaves us with a powerful reminder: “The
Tricolour will truly remain high when every citizen standing beneath it can live with dignity, rights, justice and a
secure future.”

AIHRA's message is clear: No silence before injustice. No compromise on human rights. No surrender before
corruption. And in a democracy, no throne can be greater than the voice of the people.
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