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Leaders Clinging to Power — What Are They Good For?
Politics is truly remarkable!

The people stand in queues for five years, while leaders sit comfortably in chairs for five years. But the moment elections
arrive, the same leaders suddenly become the greatest friends of the people. Every door is knocked—community, caste,
religion, reservation, youth, farmers and the poor. Everything becomes part of the election calculation.
Caste equations are prepared, reservation becomes the hot political spice, vote banks provide the seasoning—and then a
strange political recipe is served to the public. The leaders enjoy the feast; the people are left to digest it for five years!
So the question is simple:
“Leaders who cling to power—what are they good for if they are not useful to the people?”
Politics increasingly appears to follow one simple formula:
“Where there are votes, there is a leader; where there is power, there is loyalty!”
Yesterday, a party was condemned. Today, hands are shaking with the same party in the name of democracy. Yesterday, a
political ideology was declared dangerous; today, the same ideology suddenly becomes a convenient staircase to power.
And poor ideology sits quietly in the corner asking:
“What did I do wrong?”
Then comes the great election mathematics of caste.
During election season, communities suddenly become political “vote banks.” Numbers are calculated, constituencies are
mapped, influence is measured and social identities become electoral statistics.
The citizen begins to look less like a human being and more like a percentage on an election spreadsheet.
Reservation is an even more sensitive issue.
Reservation was created as an important constitutional instrument for social justice and representation. It deserves serious,
evidence-based and constitutional discussion. But when such a sensitive issue is reduced merely to an election slogan,
society has every right to ask:
“Is social justice being delivered—or are votes being harvested?”
The rights of disadvantaged groups must be protected. But policies affecting reservation and social justice should be guided
by the Constitution, facts, genuine disadvantage, equality of opportunity and transparent public policy—not merely by
electoral arithmetic.
The poor asks:
“Before asking my caste, tell me when my child will receive quality education.”
The young person asks:
“Along with the reservation debate, where are the jobs and opportunities?”
The ordinary citizen asks:
“After taking my vote, who will account for my rights?”
And the political answer is often beautifully prepared:
“We will see next time!”
“Next time”"—two words on which public hopes have been hanging for decades.
Leaders promise development. Then calculations begin. Calculations produce tickets. Tickets produce elections. Elections
produce power. And once power arrives, the citizen becomes a file again!
What kind of democracy is this where a voter is treated as a citizen for five years—but becomes a family member six
months before an election?
The people must now ask:
“Forget your caste for a moment. Tell us about your accountability.”
Which party you belong to can come later. First answer:
What have you actually done for the people?
There is no shortage of leaders who cling to power. What is missing are leaders who cling to the pain and problems of the
people.
AIHRA — All India Human Rights Association — stands for the values of humanity, human rights, dignity and justice. A
citizen must never be reduced merely to a vote bank. Every citizen is first a human being with rights, dignity and
constitutional protection.
Caste identity may exist, but human rights cannot be reduced to caste identity. Social justice is essential, but society must
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not be permanently divided into political vote compartments in its name.

Debate reservation. Debate social justice. Debate representation.

But debate them with facts, constitutional principles and transparency—not by turning up the microphone and turning
down the conscience.

And then there is the politics of defection.

Today here.

Tomorrow there. The day after somewhere else. And every time the explanation is ready:
“A decision taken in the public interest!”

The people should now ask:

Why does this “public interest” become so energetic only around elections and political power?
In a democracy, the real test of a leader is not which side of power he stands on.

The real test is:

When power is wrong, does he stand with the people?

Changing principles for a chair is easy.

Using caste equations for votes is easy.

Making slogans about reservation is easy.

Dividing people emotionally for electoral advantage is easy.

What is difficult is working honestly, remaining among the people and answering to them for five full years.
Therefore, the political slogan must now change:

** Ask about work, not caste.

Ask for accountability, not slogans.

Judge character, not the chair.

Understand the value of rights, not merely the price of a vote.**

Because—

There are leaders who stay close to power.

There are leaders who remain attached to the chair.

There are leaders who cling to every opportunity.

But how many remain genuinely connected to the pain of the people?

That is the question knocking on the doors of democracy today.

Power will come and go.

Political parties will rise and fall.

Caste equations will change.

Election mathematics will change.

But the people will remain.

The Constitution will remain.

Human rights will remain.

**Clinging to the chair is not leadership.

Standing with the people is leadership.**

**Protecting power is not the highest duty.

Protecting the rights and dignity of the people is.**
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